[Immunoregulatory cytokines and chronization of type C hepatitis: matching of clinical and immunological manifestations].
The study demonstrates significant changes of cytokine-producing ability of mononuclear blood leucocytes in type 'hepatitis, correlating with the degree of hepatic lesion. The results showed that various morphologic types of chronic virus type C hepatitis were associated with disbalance in production of pro- and antiinflammatory cytokines, i.e. decrease of tumor necrosis factor (TNF)-alpha concentration and a significant rise of interleukin (IL)-4 and IL-10 concentations, which were the most prominent in cases of severe hepatic fibrosis and high histologic activity of hepatitis. The study established a direct correlation between increase of the ability of mononuclear blood leucocytes to synthesize IL-4, and the progress of the pathologic process.